St John’s Meads CE Primary School
Reception

Topic

Texts used for reading and inspiration

Reading focuses

Term 1

Once
upon a
time

Goldilocks and the Three Bears

Phase 1/2 Phonics
Enjoys rhyming and rhythmic
activities.
Shows awareness of rhyme and
alliteration.
Listens to and joins in with stories
and poems, one-to-one and also in
small groups.
Beginning to be aware of the way
stories are structured.
Describes main story settings, events
and principal characters.

The Three Little Pigs

Term 2

Are we
there
yet?

Katie in London

Amazing Aeroplanes

Term 3

Long
Long
Ago…

Jolly Christmas

English Curriculum Overview
Writing genres to be
covered
Talk for writing –
Story Maps
(Goldilocks)
Name writing
CVC words
Story telling through
props/role play.

Grammar focuses for each writing genre
Sometimes gives meaning to marks as they
draw and paint.
Ascribes meanings to marks that they see in
different places.
Gives meaning to marks they make as they
draw, write and paint.

Phase 2 Phonics
Listens to stories with increasing
attention and recall.
Recognises familiar words and signs
such as own name and advertising
logos.
Knows that print carries meaning
and, in English, is read from left to
right and top to bottom.
Hears and says the initial sound in
words

Captions – CVC, CVCC
words

Phase 3 Phonics
Begins to read words and simple
sentences

Story Writing – ‘The
little green dinosaur’

Attempts to write short sentences in
meaningful contexts.

Sentence Work

Links sounds to letters, naming and
sounding the letters of the alphabet.

Letter – Father
Christmas /
Card Writing
Room on the Broom
– rhyming words

Can segment the sounds in simple words
and blend them together.
Links sounds to letters, naming and
sounding the letters of the alphabet.
Writes own name and other things such as
labels, captions.
Uses some clearly identifiable letters to
communicate meaning, representing some
sounds correctly and in sequence.

St John’s Meads CE Primary School
Katie and the Dinosaurs

Uses vocabulary and forms of speech
that are increasingly influenced by
their experiences of books.
Knows that information can be
retrieved from books and computers.

English Curriculum Overview

Fact Writing – fact
book

Non Fiction Dinosaur Books (facts)

Term 4

New
Life

The Tiny Seed

Phase 3 Phonics
Begins to read words and simple
sentences.
Enjoys an increasing range of books.
Knows that information can be
retrieved from books and computers.

The Very Hungry Caterpillar

Lists

Hears and says the initial sound in words.
Uses some clearly identifiable letters to
communicate meaning, representing some
sounds correctly and in sequence.
Writes own name and other things such as
labels, captions.

Story Writing –
sentences

Uses some clearly identifiable letters to
communicate meaning, representing some
sounds correctly and in sequence.
Attempts to write short sentences in
meaningful contexts.
Begins to break the flow of speech into
words.
Uses some clearly identifiable letters to
communicate meaning, representing some
sounds correctly and in sequence.

Labels

Term 5

When I
Grow
Up..

Stuck in the Mud! T4W

Phase 3/4 Phonics
They use phonic knowledge to
decode regular words and read them
aloud accurately.

Attempts to write short sentences in
meaningful contexts.
Links sounds to letters, naming and
sounding the letters of the alphabet.
Can segment the sounds in simple words
and blend them together.

Poems

Continues a rhyming string.
Can segment the sounds in simple words
and blend them together.
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Uses vocabulary and forms of speech
that are increasingly influenced by
their experiences of books.

English Curriculum Overview
Story Writing

Lists
When I Grow Up I Want to Be… poem

Children use their phonic knowledge to
write words in ways which match their
spoken sounds
They also write some irregular common
words.
They write simple sentences which can be
read by themselves and others

Recount

Term 6

Land
Ahoy!
/ The
Beach

Pirate Books –
The Night Pirates

10 Little Pirates

Phase 3/4 Phonics.
(ELG) Children read and understand
simple sentences. They use phonic
knowledge to decode regular words
and read them aloud accurately.
They also read some common
irregular words. They demonstrate
understanding when talking with
others about what they have read.

Description – Under
the sea

Children use their phonic knowledge to
write words in ways which match their
spoken sounds.
They also write some irregular common
words.
They write simple sentences which can be
read by themselves and others.

Information – Pirate
Facts

Attempts to write short sentences in
meaningful contexts.
Children use their phonic knowledge to
write words in ways which match their
spoken sounds.

5 sentence stories

https://foundationyears.org.uk/files/2012/03/Development-Matters-FINAL-PRINT-AMENDED.pdf

St John’s Meads CE Primary School
Year 1

Topic

Term 1

Who’s in the
Book?

Term 2

Term 3

Remember
Remember

Magnificent
Me

English Curriculum Overview

Texts used for reading
and inspiration
The Smartest Giant in
Town.
The Gruffalo
Snail and the Whale

Reading focuses

The Jolly Christmas
Postman, Stick Man,
Funnybones

Phonics Phase ¾
En1/2.1b respond speedily with the
correct sound to graphemes (letters or
groups of letters) for all 40+ phonemes,
including, where applicable, alternative
sounds for graphemes

Sentence writing
Letter / Card Writing
Instruction writing

Phonics Phase 5
En1/2.1c read accurately by blending
sounds in unfamiliar words containing
GPCs that have been taught
En1/2.1d read common exception
words, noting unusual correspondences

Diary writing (Don’t think
about purple elephants)

non fiction – Owls by
Emily Bone
Don’t think about purple
elphants by Susan
Whelan
Fact File - animals

Phonics Phase ¾
En1/2.1a apply phonic knowledge and
skills as the route to decode words

Writing genres to be
covered
Story maps / short stories
Simple sentences

Writing and grammar focuses for
each writing genre
leaving spaces between words
using adjectives, verbs, nouns
En1/3.3a
saying out loud what they are going
to write about
composing a sentence orally before
writing it
sequencing sentences to form short
narrative

1) En1/3.1c add prefixes and
suffixes: using the prefix un2) joining words and joining
clauses using "and"
Using capital letters for proper
nouns (names / places etc)
En1/3.1e write from memory
simple sentences dictated by the
teacher that include words using
the GPCs and common exception
words taught so far.

Fact File – did you
know?...

Statement sentences
Joining words and joining clauses
using "and"
Question sentences
Beginning to punctuate sentences
using a capital letter and a full stop,
question mark or exclamation mark

St John’s Meads CE Primary School

Term 4

Marvellous
Majesty’s

Alice in Wonderland
The Queens Knickers
Non Fiction Information
Texts

English Curriculum Overview

between spelling and sound and where
these occur in the word
En1/2.1e read words containing
taught GPCs and –s, –es, –ing, –ed, –er
and –est endings
En1/2.1f read other words of more
than one syllable that contain taught
GPCs

Information Text

Command sentences
leaving spaces between words
using a capital letter for names of
people, places, the days of the
week, and the personal pronoun ‘I’

Phonics Phase 5
Sequencing sentences to from short
narratives
En1/3.1c add prefixes and suffixes:
En1/2.1g read words
with contractions, and understand that
the apostrophe represents the omitted
letter(s)
En1/1d articulate and justify answers,
arguments and opinions

Biographies (significant
people)

using the spelling rule for adding –s
or –es as the plural marker for
nouns and the third person singular
marker for verbs
using the prefix un–
using –ing, –ed, –er and –est where
no change is needed in the spelling
of root words
Composing a sentence orally before
writing it
sequencing sentences to form short
narratives

Alice in wonderland –
changing the end to the
story

En1/1c use relevant strategies
to build their vocabulary

Queen Victoria and Queen
Elizabeth – comparative
writing
Term 5

Our
Wonderful
World

Non-Fiction Texts,
Flotsam by David

En1/1i participate in discussions,
presentations, performances,
roleplay/improvisations and debates

Using a ‘Flotsam’ style
write (using images to
stem description writing).

read their writing aloud clearly
enough to be heard by their peers
and the teacher.
re-reading what they have written
to check that it makes sense.

En1/1c use relevant strategies
to build their vocabulary
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Wiesner, lately lily by
Micah Player
Information texts – Kenya

Term 6

Under the
Sea

Speaking and listening:

The Rainbow Fish
Non fiction texts –
animals
Under the sea poetry

English Curriculum Overview

En1/2.1h read books aloud, accurately
that are consistent with their
developing phonic knowledge and that
do not require them to use other
strategies to work out words
En1/3.2e understand which letters
belong to which handwriting ‘families’
(ie letters that are formed in similar
ways) and to practise these
En1/2.1i reread these books to build
up their fluency and confidence in word
reading.

Use a camera

Phonics Phase 5
Listening to and discussing a wide range
of poems, stories and non-fiction at a
level beyond that at which they can
read independently
Being encouraged to link what they read
or hear to their own
learning to appreciate rhymes and
poems, and to recite some by heart
discussing word meanings, linking new
meanings to those already known
En1/3.2e understand which letters
belong to which handwriting ‘families’
(ie letters that are formed in similar
ways) and to practise these

Narrative writing

Diary entry from someone
else’s point of view

Journey story – mapping
different places they have
been to
Leaflet writing…
Comparing a town in
Kenya to Eastbourne

Posters – Non Fiction
writing

Poetry – Under the Sea
writing

En1/1k consider and evaluate
different viewpoints, attending to
and building on the contributions of
others

beginning to punctuate sentences
using a capital letter and a full stop,
question mark or exclamation mark
drawing on what they already know
or on background information and
vocabulary provided by the teacher
beginning to punctuate sentences
using a capital letter and a full stop,
question mark or exclamation mark
drawing on what they already know
or on background information and
vocabulary provided by the teacher
composing a sentence orally before
writing it
sequencing sentences to form short
narratives

En1/1h speak audibly and fluently
with an increasing command of
Standard English
learning to appreciate rhymes and
poems, and to recite some by heart

Reading Statements to be covered in weekly Guided Reading sessions:

St John’s Meads CE Primary School
En1/1a listen and respond appropriately to adults and their peers
En1/1b ask relevant questions to extend their understanding and
knowledge
En1/1c use relevant strategies to build their vocabulary
En1/1d articulate and justify answers, arguments and opinions
En1/1e give well-structured descriptions, explanations and
narratives for different purposes, including for expressing feelings.
En1/1f maintain attention and participate actively in collaborative
conversations, staying on topic and initiating and responding to
comments
En1/1g use spoken language to develop understanding through
speculating, hypothesising, imagining and exploring ideas
En1/1h speak audibly and fluently with an increasing command of
Standard English
En1/1i participate in discussions, presentations, performances,
roleplay/improvisations and debates
En1/1j gain, maintain and monitor the interest of the listener(s)
En1/1k consider and evaluate different viewpoints, attending to and
building on the contributions of others
En1/1l select and use appropriate registers for effective
communication

English Curriculum Overview

Comprehension
En1/2.2a develop pleasure in reading, motivation to read, vocabulary and understanding
by:
listening to and discussing a wide range of poems, stories and non-fiction at a level beyond
that at which they can read independently
being encouraged to link what they read or hear to their own experiences
becoming very familiar with key stories, fairy stories and traditional tales, retelling them and
considering their particular characteristics
recognising and joining in with predictable phrases
learning to appreciate rhymes and poems, and to recite some by heart
discussing word meanings, linking new meanings to those already known
En1/2.2b understand both the books they can already read accurately and fluently and
those they listen to by
drawing on what they already know or on background information and vocabulary provided
by the teacher
checking that the text makes sense to them as they read and correcting inaccurate reading
discussing the significance of the title and events
making inferences on the basis of what is being said and done
predicting what might happen on the basis of what has been read so far
En1/2.2c participate in discussion about what is read to them, taking turns and listening to
what others say
En1/2.2d explain clearly their understanding of what is read to them

Handwriting and Presentation:
En1/3.2a sit correctly at a table, holding a pencil comfortably and correctly
En1/3.2b begin to form lower-case letters in the correct direction, starting and finishing in the right place
En1/3.2c form capital letters
En1/3.2d form digits 0-9
En1/3.2e understand which letters belong to which handwriting ‘families’ (ie letters that are formed in similar ways) and to practise these
Spelling:
En1/3.1a spell:
words containing each of the 40+ phonemes already taught
common exception words
the days of the week
En1/3.1b name the letters of the alphabet:
naming the letters of the alphabet in order
using letter names to distinguish between alternative spellings of the same sound
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English Curriculum Overview

En1/3.1c add prefixes and suffixes:
using the spelling rule for adding –s or –es as the plural marker for nouns and the third person singular marker for verbs
using the prefix un–
using –ing, –ed, –er and –est where no change is needed in the spelling of root words
En1/3.1d apply simple spelling rules and guidance, as listed in English Appendix 1
En1/3.1e write from memory simple sentences dictated by the teacher that include words using the GPCs and common exception words taught so far.
Please also refer to Phonics Planning and Assessment documents
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Year 2

Topic

Texts used for reading and
inspiration

Reading focuses

Term 1

Who’s in
the book?

Variety of different Oliver
Jeffers books

En2/2.1 Word Reading
En2/2.1a continue to apply
phonic knowledge and skills as
the route to decode words
until automatic decoding has
become embedded and
reading is fluent

English Curriculum Overview
Writing
genres to be
covered
Letters

Develop positive attitudes towards and stamina for
writing by:
-writing narratives about personal experiences and those
of others (real and fictional)
-writing about real events
-the present and past tenses correctly and consistently
including the progressive form
subordination (using when, if, that, or because) and coordination (using or, and, o

En2/2.1b read accurately by
blending the sounds in words
that contain the graphemes
taught so far, especially
recognising altersnative sounds
for graphemes

Consider what they are going to write before beginning
by:
planning or saying out loud what they are going to write
about
writing down ideas and/or key words, including new
vocabulary
encapsulating what they want to say, sentence by
sentence

En2/2.1c read accurately
words of two or more syllables
that contain the same
graphemes as above
En2/2.1d read words
containing common suffixes
En2/2.1e read further
common exception words,
noting unusual correspondence
between spelling and sound
and where these occur in the
word

Story Writing

En2/2.1f read most words
quickly and accurately, without
overt sounding and blending ,

Instructions

ALWAYS:
Make simple additions, revisions and corrections to their
own writing.
-expanded noun phrases to describe and specify
-sentences with different forms: statement, question,
exclamation, command
ALWAYS:
Make simple additions, revisions and corrections to their
own writing.
-sentences with different forms: statement, question,
exclamation, command
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English Curriculum Overview

when they have been
frequently encountered

Develop positive attitudes towards and stamina for
writing by:
-writing about real events

En2/2.1g read aloud books
closely matched to their
improving phonic knowledge,
sounding out unfamiliar words
accurately, automatically and
without undue hesitation

ALWAYS:
Make simple additions, revisions and corrections to their
own writing.

En2/2.1h reread these books
to build up their fluency and
confidence in word reading.
Phase 6 Phonics:
Introducing children to the
concept of suffixes and what
they can do to root words.
Term 2

Fire of
London

Firework Poetry

Samuel Pepys Extract

Larger focus on word readingSee Above

PoemsFireworks.

Phase 6 Phonics: Continue to
cover new suffixes and the
children will learn how they
change the meaning of words
and the rules while adding
them.

-expanded noun phrases to describe and specify
-sentences with different forms: statement, question,
exclamation, command
ALWAYS:
Make simple additions, revisions and corrections to their
own writing.

Diary

planning or saying out loud what they are going to write
about
the present and past tenses correctly and consistently
including the progressive form
ALWAYS:
Make simple additions, revisions and corrections to their
own writing.
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Term 3

Healthy
me

Information text (RN
created a text)

Listening to, discussing and
expressing views about a wide
range of contemporary and
classic poetry, stories and nonfiction at a level beyond that at
which they can read
independently
Discussing the sequence of
events in books and how items
of information are related

English Curriculum Overview
Persuasive
WritingCreating our
own
Christmas
presents

-sentences with different forms: statement, question,
exclamation, command

Nonchronological
reportInformation
text

-sentences with different forms: statement, question,
exclamation, command

Story –
Traditional
Tale

Becoming increasingly familiar
with and retelling a wider
range of stories, fairy stories
and traditional tales
Poetry
Being introduced to non-fiction
books that are structured in
different ways
recognising simple recurring
literary language in stories and
poetry
Discussing and clarifying the
meanings of words, linking new
meanings to known vocabulary

ALWAYS:
Make simple additions, revisions and corrections to their
own writing.

ALWAYS:
Make simple additions, revisions and corrections to their
own writing.
-Expanded noun phrases to describe and specify
-Sentences with different forms: statement, question,
exclamation, command
ALWAYS:
Make simple additions, revisions and corrections to their
own writing.
-the present and past tenses correctly and consistently
including the progressive form
subordination (using when, if, that, or because) and coordination (using or, and, o
Develop positive attitudes towards and stamina for
writing by: Writing Poetry
planning or saying out loud what they are going to write
about
expanded noun phrases to describe and specify
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English Curriculum Overview

Discussing their favourite
words and phrases
Continuing to build up a
repertoire of poems learnt by
heart, appreciating these and
reciting some, with appropriate
intonation to make the
meaning clear
Phase 6 Phonics: Continue to
cover new suffixes and the
children will learn how they
change the meaning of words
and the rules while adding
them.
Term 4

Transport
Through
the Ages

A journey through
transport

Listening to, discussing and
expressing views about a wide
range of contemporary and
classic poetry, stories and nonfiction at a level beyond that at
which they can read
independently

Newspaper
Articles

Discussing the sequence of
events in books and how items
of information are related
On the train

Becoming increasingly familiar
with and retelling a wider
range of stories, fairy stories
and traditional tales

Information
text

ALWAYS:
Make simple additions, revisions and corrections to their
own writing.
Consider what they are going to write before beginning
by:
planning or saying out loud what they are going to write
about
writing down ideas and/or key words, including new
vocabulary
encapsulating what they want to say, sentence by
sentence
sentences with different forms: statement, question,
exclamation, command
ALWAYS:
Make simple additions, revisions and corrections to their
own writing.
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Being introduced to non-fiction
books that are structured in
different ways
recognising simple recurring
literary language in stories and
poetry

Cars, trains, ships & trains

English Curriculum Overview
Instructions

The present and past tenses correctly and consistently
including the progressive form.
ALWAYS:
Make simple additions, revisions and corrections to their
own writing.

Discussing and clarifying the
meanings of words, linking new
meanings to known vocabulary
Discussing their favourite
words and phrases

My first book of transport

Continuing to build up a
repertoire of poems learnt by
heart, appreciating these and
reciting some, with appropriate
intonation to make the
meaning clear
Phase 6 Phonics: Continue to
cover new suffixes and the
children will learn how they
change the meaning of words
and the rules while adding
them.

Term 5

Animals
Around
the World

Listening to, discussing and
expressing views about a wide
range of contemporary and
classic poetry, stories and nonfiction at a level beyond that at
which they can read
independently

Journey
Story

expanded noun phrases to describe and specify
sentences with different forms: statement, question,
exclamation, command
Consider what they are going to write before beginning
by:
planning or saying out loud what they are going to write
about
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Meerkat Mail

English Curriculum Overview

Discussing the sequence of
events in books and how items
of information are related

writing down ideas and/or key words, including new
vocabulary
encapsulating what they want to say, sentence by
sentence

Becoming increasingly familiar
with and retelling a wider
range of stories, fairy stories
and traditional tales

Lost & Found (Oliver
Jeffers)

Being introduced to non-fiction
books that are structured in
different ways
recognising simple recurring
literary language in stories and
poetry
Discussing and clarifying the
meanings of words, linking new
meanings to known vocabulary

Animal encyclopaedias

RecountAbout trip to
Marwell Zoo

Animal
Poetry.

ALWAYS:
Make simple additions, revisions and corrections to their
own writing.
The present and past tenses correctly and consistently
including the progressive form.
ALWAYS:
Make simple additions, revisions and corrections to their
own writing.
Develop positive attitudes towards and stamina for
writing by: Writing Poetry
planning or saying out loud what they are going to write
about
expanded noun phrases to describe and specify

Discussing their favourite
words and phrases
Continuing to build up a
repertoire of poems learnt by
heart, appreciating these and
reciting some, with appropriate
intonation to make the
meaning clear
Phase 6 Phonics: Continue to
cover new suffixes and the
children will learn how they
change the meaning of words
and the rules while adding
them.
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Term 6

Beside the
Sea

Seaside Poems- Jill
Bennett

Non-fiction- Seaside Books
from library
At the Beach by Roland
Harvey

The Lighthouse Keeper Ronda Armitage

Listening to, discussing and
expressing views about a wide
range of contemporary and
classic poetry, stories and nonfiction at a level beyond that at
which they can read
independently
Discussing the sequence of
events in books and how items
of information are related
Becoming increasingly familiar
with and retelling a wider
range of stories, fairy stories
and traditional tales
Being introduced to non-fiction
books that are structured in
different ways
recognising simple recurring
literary language in stories and
poetry
Discussing and clarifying the
meanings of words, linking new
meanings to known vocabulary
Discussing their favourite
words and phrases
Continuing to build up a
repertoire of poems learnt by
heart, appreciating these and
reciting some, with appropriate

English Curriculum Overview
Story Writing

Nonchronological
reportInformation
text.

expanded noun phrases to describe and specify
sentences with different forms: statement, question,
exclamation, command
The present and past tenses correctly and consistently
including the progressive form.
ALWAYS:
Make simple additions, revisions and corrections to their
own writing.
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English Curriculum Overview

intonation to make the
meaning clear
Phase 6 Phonics: Continue to
cover new suffixes and the
children will learn how they
change the meaning of words
and the rules while adding
them.
Poetry

Develop positive attitudes towards and stamina for
writing by: Writing Poetry
expanded noun phrases to describe and specify
ALWAYS:
Make simple additions, revisions and corrections to their
own writing.

Speaking and Listening:
En2/1a listen and respond appropriately to adults and their peers
En2/1b ask relevant questions to extend their understanding and knowledge
En2/1c use relevant strategies to build their vocabulary
En2/1d articulate and justify answers, arguments and opinions
En2/1e give well-structured descriptions, explanations & and narratives for different purposes, including for expressing feelings.
En2/1f maintain attention and participate actively in collaborative conversations, staying on topic and initiating and responding to comments
En2/1g use spoken language to develop understanding through speculating, hypothesising, imagining and exploring ideas
En2/1h speak audibly and fluently with an increasing command of Standard English
En2/1i participate in discussions, presentations, performances, roleplay/improvisations and debates
En2/1j gain, maintain and monitor the interest of the listener(s)
En2/1k consider and evaluate different viewpoints, attending to and building on the contributions of others
En2/1l select and use appropriate registers for effective communication
Handwriting:
En2/3.2a form lower-case letters of the correct size relative to one another
En2/3.2b start using some of the diagonal and horizontal strokes needed to join letters and understand which letters, when adjacent to one another, are best left
unjoined
En2/3.2c write capital letters and digits of the correct size, orientation and relationship to one another and to lower-case letters
En2/3.2d use spacing between words that reflects the size of the letters.

St John’s Meads CE Primary School

English Curriculum Overview

Spelling:
segmenting spoken words into phonemes and representing these by graphemes, spelling many correctly
learning new ways of spelling phonemes for which 1 or more spellings are already known, and learn some words with each spelling, including a few common
homophones
learning to spell common exception words
learning to spell more words with contracted forms
learning the possessive apostrophe (singular)
distinguishing between homophones and near-homophones
Please also refer to Phonics Planning and Assessment documents
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Year 3

Topic

Term 1

Look in the
Book

Texts used for reading and
inspiration
The Twits
BFG
Geroge’s Marvellous
Medicine

Reading focuses
checking that the text
makes sense to them,
discussing their
understanding and
explaining the meaning of
words in context
drawing inferences such as
inferring characters'
feelings, thoughts and
motives from their actions,
and justifying inferences
with evidence
identifying main ideas
drawn from more than 1
paragraph and summarising
these

English Curriculum Overview
Writing genres to
be covered
Descriptions

Letters

Instructions

participate in discussion
about both books that are
read to them and those
they can read for
themselves, taking turns
and listening to what others
say
Term 2

The
Romans

Romulus and Remus
Roman Diary

listening to and discussing a
wide range of fiction,
poetry, plays, non-fiction
and reference books or
textbooks
discussing words and
phrases that capture the

Story - Myth

Writing and grammar focuses for each writing genre
Plan their writing by: discussing and recording ideas
composing and rehearsing sentences orally (including
dialogue), progressively building a varied and rich vocabulary
in narratives, creating settings, characters and plot
proofread for spelling and punctuation errors
read their own writing aloud, to a group or the whole class,
using appropriate intonation and controlling the tone and
volume so that the meaning is clear.
discussing writing similar to that which they are planning to
write in order to understand and learn from its structure,
vocabulary and grammar
in non-narrative material, using simple organisational devices
organising paragraphs around a theme
extending the range of sentences with more than one clause by
using a wider range of conjunctions, including when, if,
because, although
proofread for spelling and punctuation errors
in non-narrative material, using simple organisational devices
composing and rehearsing sentences orally (including
dialogue), progressively building a varied and rich vocabulary
and an increasing range of sentence structures
using conjunctions, adverbs and prepositions to express time
and cause
assessing the effectiveness of their own and others’ writing and
suggesting improvements

maintain attention and participate actively in collaborative
conversations, staying on topic and initiating and responding to
comments
participate in discussions, presentations, performances,
roleplay/improvisations and debates
Discussing and recording ideas
- Draft and write by:
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reader’s interest and
imagination
using dictionaries to check
the meaning of words that
they have read
recognising some different
forms of poetry
increasing their familiarity
with a wide range of books,
including fairy stories,
myths and legends, and
retelling some of these
orally
retrieve and record
information from nonfiction

English Curriculum Overview

Diary

Romans non fiction

Information Texts

Poetry

Term 3

Belonging

Descriptive Writing

composing and rehearsing sentences orally (including
dialogue), progressively building a varied and rich
vocabulary and an increasing range of sentence structures
(See English Appendix 2)
Evaluate and edit by:
assessing the effectiveness of their own and others writing and
suggesting improvements
choosing nouns or pronouns appropriately for clarity and
cohesion and to avoid repetition
using fronted adverbials
Plan their writing by: discussing and recording ideas
organising paragraphs around a theme
Evaluate and edit by:
assessing the effectiveness of their own and others’ writing and
suggesting improvements
proposing changes to grammar and vocabulary to improve
consistency, including the accurate use of pronouns in
sentences
proofread for spelling and punctuation errors
ask relevant questions to extend their understanding and
knowledge
use relevant strategies to build their vocabulary
articulate and justify answers, arguments and opinions
participate in discussions, presentations, performances,
roleplay/improvisations and debates
Draft and write by: organising paragraphs around a theme
Evaluate and edit by: assessing the effectiveness of their own
and others’ writing and suggesting improvements
participate in discussions, presentations, performances,
roleplay/improvisations and debates
Plan their writing by: discussing and recording ideas
Draft and write by: composing and rehearsing sentences orally
proofread for spelling and punctuation errors
-

use relevant strategies to build their vocabulary
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EcoWarriors

One Plastic Bag

English Curriculum Overview

participate in discussion
about both books that are
read to them and those
they can read for
themselves, taking turns
and listening to what others
say.
drawing inferences such as
inferring characters'
feelings, thoughts and
motives from their actions,
and justifying inferences
with evidence

-

-

Story from different
viewpoints

-

-

Persuasive writing

-

listen and respond appropriately to adults and their
peers
Draft and write by: in narratives, creating settings,
characters and plot
proposing changes to grammar and vocabulary to
improve consistency, including the accurate use of
pronouns in sentences
proofread for spelling and punctuation errors
extending the range of sentences with more than one
clause by using a wider range of conjunctions,
including when, if, because, although
choosing nouns or pronouns appropriately for clarity
and cohesion and to avoid repetition
consider and evaluate different viewpoints, attending
to and building on the contributions of others
participate in discussions, presentations,
performances, roleplay/improvisations and debates
read their own writing aloud, to a group or the whole
class, using appropriate intonation and controlling the
tone and volume so that the meaning is clear. use
spoken language to develop understanding through
speculating, hypothesising, imagining and exploring
ideas
speak audibly and fluently with an increasing
command of Standard English
indicate grammatical and other features by: using and
punctuating direct speech
using prepositions to express time and cause
participate in discussions, presentations,
performances, roleplay/improvisations and debates
Draft and write by: in non-narrative material, using
simple organisational devices
Use fronted adverbials
using commas after fronted adverbials
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Term 4

The Tudors

Henry VII Biography

asking questions to improve
their understanding of a
text

English Curriculum Overview
Biography
Recount
Playscript

predicting what might
happen from details stated
and implied

Term 5

Creature
Comforts

Just So Stories

reading books that are
structured in different ways
and reading for a range of
purposes

Story

Instructions
identifying themes and
conventions in a wide range
of books

i.

using commas after fronted adverbials

indicating possession by using the possessive apostrophe with
singular and plural nouns
i.
using the present perfect form of verbs in contrast to
the past tense

Balanced argument
Non-fiction books about
the animals featured in
just so stories

Term 6

Land and
Sea
Explorers

Kensukes Kingdom

identifying how language,
structure, and presentation
contribute to meaning

i.

preparing poems
and play scripts to
read aloud and to
perform, showing
understanding
through intonation,
tone, volume and
action

Newspaper Report
Adventure Story
Poetry

indicating possession by using the possessive apostrophe with
singular and plural nouns
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Poetry about the
sea/explorers

Speaking and Listening:
En3/1a listen and respond appropriately to adults and their peers
En3/1b ask relevant questions to extend their understanding and knowledge
En3/1c use relevant strategies to build their vocabulary
En3/1d articulate and justify answers, arguments and opinions
En3/1e give well-structured descriptions, explanations and narratives for different purposes, including for expressing feelings.
En3/1f maintain attention and participate actively in collaborative conversations, staying on topic and initiating and responding to comments
En3/1g use spoken language to develop understanding through speculating, hypothesising, imagining and exploring ideas
En3/1h speak audibly and fluently with an increasing command of Standard English
En3/1i participate in discussions, presentations, performances, roleplay/improvisations and debates
En3/1j gain, maintain and monitor the interest of the listener(s)
En3/1k consider and evaluate different viewpoints, attending to and building on the contributions of others
En3/1l select and use appropriate registers for effective communication
Handwriting:
En3/3.2a use the diagonal and horizontal strokes that are needed to join letters and understand which letters, when adjacent to one another, are best left unjoined
En3/3.2b increase the legibility, consistency and quality of their handwriting
Spelling:
En3/3.1a use further prefixes and suffixes and understand how to add them (English Appendix 1)
En3/3.1b spell further homophones
En3/3.1c spell words that are often misspelt (English Appendix 1)
En3/3.1d place the possessive apostrophe accurately in words with regular plurals and in words with irregular plurals
En3/3.1e use the first 2 or 3 letters of a word to check its spelling in a dictionary
En3/3.1f write from memory simple sentences, dictated by the teacher, that include words and punctuation taught so far.

St John’s Meads CE Primary School
Year 4

Topic

Term 1

Amazing
Anglo Saxons

Texts used for reading and
inspiration
Beowulf

Reading focuses
-To be able to infer a characters
feelings, thoughts and motives from
their actions, and justify inferences with
evidence
-Understand what they read, in books
they can read independently, by
identifying themes and conventions in a
wide range of books
-Understand what they read, in books
they can read independently, by
identifying how language, structure, and
presentation contribute to meaning
-Develop positive attitudes to reading,
and an understanding of what they read,
by: using dictionaries to check the
meaning of words that they have read
identifying how language, structure, and
presentation contribute to meaning

English Curriculum Overview
Writing genres to be
covered
Retelling a short Story

Diary Entry

Writing a setting

Writing and grammar focuses for each writing
genre
- Draft and write by: composing and rehearsing
sentences orally (including dialogue),
progressively building a varied and rich
vocabulary and an increasing range of sentence
structures
-Can draft and write by composing and
rehearsing sentences, progressively building a
rich vocabulary (simple adverbs, adjectives) or
explanation. Some vocabulary selected for
effect or appropriate to task.
Use and understand the grammatical
terminology in Appendix 2 accurately and
appropriately in discussing their writing and
reading.
Use a comma after a fronted adverbial phrase
Draft and write by: composing and rehearsing
sentences orally (including dialogue),
progressively building a varied and rich
vocabulary and an increasing range of sentence
structures
Can draft and write by rehearsing and
composing sentences
proposing changes to grammar and vocabulary
to improve consistency, including the accurate
use of pronouns in sentences
Draft and write by: composing and rehearsing
sentences orally (including dialogue),
progressively building a varied and rich
vocabulary and an increasing range of sentence
structures
Draft and write by: in narratives, creating
settings, characters and plot
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English Curriculum Overview
Can plan and write by composing and
rehearsing sentences, progressively building a
rich vocabulary
-Develop their understanding of the concepts
set out in Appendix 2 by: using fronted
adverbials
proposing changes to grammar and vocabulary
to improve consistency, including the accurate
use of pronouns in sentences
choosing nouns or pronouns appropriately for
clarity and cohesion and to avoid repetition

Term 2

The Battle of
Hastings

Ask relevant questions to extend their
understanding and knowledge
Retrieve, record and present
information from non-fiction
Draw inferences such as inferring
characters’ feelings, thoughts and
motives from their actions.

Resolutions and story
endings

-Can draft and write by composing and
rehearsing sentences, progressively building a
rich vocabulary (simple adverbs, adjectives) or
explanation. Some vocabulary selected for
effect or appropriate to task.
-Develop their understanding of the concepts
set out in Appendix 2 by: extending the range
of sentences with more than one clause by
using a wider range of conjunctions, including
when, if, because, although
-Can draft and writing by composing and
rehearsing sentences
Can draft and write by organising paragraphs
around a theme

Short stories

Indicate grammatical and other features by
using commas after fronted adverbials and
using conjunctions, adverbs and prepositions to
express time and cause
Draft and write by organising paragraphs
around a theme
Using and punctuating direct speech
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English Curriculum Overview

participate in discussion about both
books that are read to them and those
they can read for themselves, taking
turns and listening to what others say.

Explanation texts

Indicate grammatical and other features by
using commas after fronted adverbials, using
conjunctions, adverbs and prepositions to
express time and cause, and punctuating direct
speech
Evaluating and editing by assessing the
effectiveness of their own and others' writing
and suggesting improvements
Evaluate and edit by read their own writing
aloud, to a group or the whole class, using
appropriate intonation and controlling the tone
and volume so that the meaning is clear.
Indicate grammatical and other features by
indicating possession by using the possessive
apostrophe with singular and plural nouns
Draft and write by using simple organisational
devices
Draft and write by organising paragraphs
around a theme
Can draft and write by composing and
rehearsing sentences, progressively building a
rich vocabulary (simple adverbs, adjectives) or
explanation. Some vocabulary selected for
effect or appropriate to task

Discussion/Persuasion
Term 3

The Stuarts
and the
English Civil
War

Children of the New Forest

-Comments make inferences based on
the text and identify how language
structure and presentation contributes
-Is able to recognise some different
forms of poetry e.g. free verse, narrative
poetry
- Understand what they read, in books
they can read independently, by
identifying how language, structure, and
presentation contribute to meaning

Civil War Spine Poetry

Draft and write by: composing and rehearsing
sentences orally (including dialogue),
progressively building a varied and rich
vocabulary and an increasing range of sentence
structures
Can draft and write by composing and
rehearsing sentences, progressively building a
rich vocabulary (simple adverbs, adjectives) or
explanation. Some vocabulary selected for
effect or appropriate to task.
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-Can identify and contextualise words
and phrases that capture readers’
interests and imagination
-Prepares poems to perform, showing an
understanding through intonation, tone,
volume and action
- discussing words and phrases that
capture the reader’s interest and
imagination
-understand what they read, in books
they can read independently, by asking
questions to improve their
understanding of a text

English Curriculum Overview
Historical setting

Recount

Narrative Poem

Term 4

The Maya

Jaguar diaries

checking that the text makes sense to
them, discussing their understanding

Character description

Draft and write by: composing and rehearsing
sentences orally (including dialogue),
progressively building a varied and rich
vocabulary and an increasing range of sentence
structures
Can draft and write by in narratives, creating
settings, characters and plot
Can draft and write by composing and
rehearsing sentences, progressively building a
rich vocabulary (simple adverbs, adjectives) or
explanation. Some vocabulary selected for
effect or appropriate to task
Can choose nouns or pronouns appropriately
for clarity and cohesion and to avoid repetition
Draft and write by:organising paragraphs
around a theme
Draft and write by: composing and rehearsing
sentences orally (including dialogue),
progressively building a varied and rich
vocabulary and an increasing range of sentence
structures
Can draft and write by composing and
rehearsing sentences, progressively building a
rich vocabulary (simple adverbs, adjectives) or
explanation. Some vocabulary selected for
effect or appropriate to task
Can draft and write organising paragraphs
around a theme

proofread for spelling and punctuation errors
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and explaining the meaning of words in
context

English Curriculum Overview
Explanation texts

predicting what might happen from
details stated and implied
increasing their familiarity with a wide
range of books, including fairy stories,
myths and legends, and retelling some
of these orally

Plan their writing by:
discussing writing similar to that which they are
planning to write in order to understand and
learn from its structure, vocabulary and
grammar
discussing and recording ideas

Poetry
Instructions

identifying themes and conventions in a
wide range of books
Mayan Myths

Term 5

Deep in the
Jungle
(Rainforests)

reading books that are structured in
different ways and reading for a range of
purposes

Journey to the River Sea

Diary entries
-Can identify key points and summarise
in response to a question or to an
audience
-To be able to infer a characters feelings,
thoughts and motives from their actions
- To be able to identify common features
of different texts
- Is confident in identifying impact of
features and word choice
-develop positive attitudes to reading,
and an understanding of what they read,

Can plan writing by thinking aloud to explore
and collect ideas.
Ideas and events developed through some
deliberate selection of phrases and vocabulary,
e.g. technical terminology; vivid language; word
choice for effect or emphasis.
Can recognise different types of sentence and
their appropriate punctuation
Can use the present perfect form of verbs in
contrast to the past tense
Can evaluate and edit by making changes to
grammar and vocabulary to improve
consistency
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by: using dictionaries to check the
meaning of words that they have read
identifying how language, structure, and
presentation contribute to meaning
predicting what might happen from
details stated and implied

Term 6

Botanical
Explorers

The Plant Hunters

identifying main ideas drawn from more
than 1 paragraph and summarising
these

English Curriculum Overview

Persuasive texts

Letter

Newspapers

Can choose nouns or pronouns appropriately
for clarity and cohesion and to avoid repetition
extending the range of sentences with more
than one clause by using a wider range of
conjunctions, including when, if, because,
although
Plan their writing by:
discussing writing similar to that which they are
planning to write in order to understand and
learn from its structure, vocabulary and
grammar
discussing and recording ideas

proofread for spelling and punctuation errors
extending the range of sentences with more
than one clause by using a wider range of
conjunctions, including when, if, because,
although
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identifying themes and conventions in a
wide range of books
listening to and discussing a wide range
of fiction, poetry, plays, non-fiction and
reference books or textbooks

using fronted adverbials

Biography

reading books that are structured in
different ways and reading for a range of
purposes
Speaking and listening:
En4/1a listen and respond appropriately to adults and their peers
En4/1b ask relevant questions to extend their understanding and knowledge
En4/1c use relevant strategies to build their vocabulary
En4/1d articulate and justify answers, arguments and opinions
En4/1e give well-structured descriptions, explanations and narratives for different purposes, including for expressing feelings.
En4/1f maintain attention and participate actively in collaborative conversations, staying on topic and initiating and responding to comments
En4/1g use spoken language to develop understanding through speculating, hypothesising, imagining and exploring ideas
En4/1h speak audibly and fluently with an increasing command of Standard English
En4/1i participate in discussions, presentations, performances, roleplay/improvisations and debates
En4/1j gain, maintain and monitor the interest of the listener(s)
En4/1k consider and evaluate different viewpoints, attending to and building on the contributions of others
En4/1l select and use appropriate registers for effective communication
Handwriting:
En4/3.2a use the diagonal and horizontal strokes that are needed to join letters and understand which letters, when adjacent to one another, are best left unjoined
En4/3.2b increase the legibility, consistency and quality of their handwriting
Spelling:
En4/3.1a use further prefixes and suffixes and understand how to add them (English Appendix 1)
En4/3.1b spell further homophones
En4/3.1c spell words that are often misspelt (English Appendix 1)
En4/3.1d place the possessive apostrophe accurately in words with regular plurals and in words with irregular plurals
En4/3.1e use the first 2 or 3 letters of a word to check its spelling in a dictionary
En4/3.1f write from memory simple sentences, dictated by the teacher, that include words and punctuation taught so far.
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Year 5

Topic

Term 1

Ancient
Egypt

Texts used for reading and
inspiration
Tomb of The Boy King

English Curriculum Overview

Reading focuses

Writing genres to be covered

-identifying how language,
structure and presentation
contribute to meaning
-discuss and evaluate how
authors use language,
including figurative
language, considering the
impact on the reader
- learning a wider range of
poetry by heart
- preparing poems and
plays to read aloud and to
perform, showing
understanding through
intonation, tone and
volume so that the meaning
is clear to an audience

Adventure stories

Newspaper article

Poetry

Term 2

Deck the
Halls

C.S. Lewis
The Lion, The Witch, and
The Wardrobe

-Children understand what
they read by: checking that
the book makes sense to
them, discussing their
understanding and
exploring the meaning of
words in context

Character Descriptions

Writing and grammar focuses for each
writing genre
- selecting appropriate grammar and
vocabulary, understanding how such
choices can change and enhance meaning
- in narratives, describing settings,
characters and atmosphere and integrating
dialogue to convey character and advance
the action
- in writing narratives, considering how
authors have developed characters and
settings in what pupils have read, listened
to or seen performed
-using the perfect form of verbs to mark
relationships of time and cause
- using relative clauses beginning with who,
which, where, when, whose, that or with an
implied (ie omitted) relative pronoun
using passive verbs to affect the
presentation of information in a sentence
-perform their own compositions, using
appropriate intonation, volume, and
movement so that meaning is clear.
-assessing the effectiveness of their own
and others’ writing
-proposing changes to vocabulary, grammar
and punctuation to enhance effects and
clarify meaning
- selecting appropriate grammar and
vocabulary, understanding how such
choices can change and enhance meaning
- in narratives, describing settings,
characters and atmosphere and integrating
dialogue to convey character and advance
the action
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Term 3

AngloSaxons and
Vikings

How To Train Your Dragon
Cressida Cowell

Anglo-Saxon Myths e.g.

English Curriculum Overview

-drawing inferences such as
inferring characters’
feelings, thoughts and
motives from their actions,
and justifying inferences
with evidence
participate in discussions
about books that are read
to them and those they can
read for themselves,
building on their own and
others’ ideas and
challenging views
courteously

Diary writing

-precising longer passages
-using a wide range of devices to build
cohesion within and across paragraphs
-assessing the effectiveness of their own
and others’ writing
-proposing changes to vocabulary, grammar
and punctuation to enhance effects and
clarify meaning

Writing to persuade

-Related events or ideas organised into
paragraphs or sections to support the
content of the writing in different text types
- usually around a topic, main point, event,
or idea, e.g. with explanation, contrast,
additional detail.

-increasing their familiarity
with a wide range of books,
including myths, legends
and traditional stories,
modern fiction, fiction from
our literary heritage, and
books from other cultures
and traditions
-identifying and discussing
themes and conventions in
and across a wide range of
writing
- making comparisons
within and across books

Instructional writing

-Selecting relevant content so the purpose
of the writing is clear
- using further organisational and
presentational devices to structure text and
to guide the reader
- identifying the audience for and purpose
of the writing, selecting the appropriate
form and using other similar writing as
models for their own
noting and developing initial ideas, drawing
on reading and research where necessary
-using the perfect form of verbs to mark
relationships of time and cause
-using expanded noun phrases to convey
complicated information concisely
-using modal verbs or adverbs to indicate
degrees of possibility
using relative clauses beginning with who,
which, where, when, whose, that or with an
implied (ie omitted) relative pronoun

Historical setting
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English Curriculum Overview
Recounts

-ensuring the consistent and correct use of
tense throughout a piece of writing
ensuring correct subject and verb
agreement when using singular and plural,
distinguishing between the language of
speech and writing and choosing the
appropriate register

Term 4

Enterprising
Me

-identifying how language,
structure and presentation
contribute to meaning
*discuss and evaluate how
authors use language,
including figurative
language, considering the
impact on the reader
- explain and discuss their
understanding of what they
have read, including
through formal
presentations and debates,
maintaining a focus on the
topic and using notes
where necessary

Letter writing

Explanation texts

-Distinguishing between the language of
speech and writing (formal and informal)
-Ensuring the consistent and correct use of
tense throughout a piece of writing
-identifying the audience for and purpose of
the writing, selecting the appropriate form
and using other similar writing as models for
their own
-Related events or ideas organised into
paragraphs or sections to support the
content of the writing in different text types
usually around a topic, main point, event,
or idea, e.g. with explanation, contrast,
additional detail.
using further organisational and
presentational devices to structure text and
to guide the reader
identifying the audience for and purpose of
the writing, selecting the appropriate form
and using other similar writing as models for
their own
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Term 5

Around the
World on
Eighty Days\

Around the World in 80
Days

Railway Children

Term 6

Mission
Survival

Ernest Shackleton’s
Journey

-checking that the book
makes sense to them,
discussing their
understanding and
exploring the meaning of
words in context
-asking questions to
improve their
understanding
-summarising the main
ideas drawn from more
than one paragraph,
identifying key details to
support the main ideas-predicting what might
happen from details stated
and implied
provide reasoned
justifications for their views

English Curriculum Overview
Persuasive writing

-Selecting relevant content so the purpose
of the writing is clear
-Selecting the appropriate form
-Noting and developing initial ideas
-using the perfect form of verbs to mark
relationships of time and cause
-ensuring correct subject and verb
agreement when using singular and plural,
distinguishing between the language of
speech and writing and choosing the
appropriate register
-proof read for spelling and punctuation
errors.

Short stories

in writing narratives, considering how
authors have developed characters and
settings in what pupils have read, listened
to or seen performed
using brackets, dashes or commas to
indicate parenthesis
- using relative clauses beginning with who,
which, where, when, whose, that or with an
implied (ie omitted) relative pronoun
Can perform own composition by: Using
appropriate intonation, volume and
movement so meaning is clear
using commas to clarify meaning or avoid
ambiguity in writing

Setting Description

Poetry

Guide for Survival

-Can use expanded noun phrases to convey
complicated information concisely
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-distinguish between
statements of fact and
opinion
- retrieve, record and
present information from
non-fiction
- explain and discuss their
understanding of what they
have read, including
through formal
presentations and debates,
maintaining a focus on the
topic and using notes
where necessary
provide reasoned
justifications for their views

English Curriculum Overview

Non- Chronological reports.

Short story

- using further organisational and
presentational devices to structure text and
to guide the reader
- identifying the audience for and purpose
of the writing, selecting the appropriate
form and using other similar writing as
models for their own
-using modal verbs or adverbs to indicate
degrees of possibility
using a colon to introduce a list
recognising vocabulary and structures that
are appropriate for formal speech and
writing, including subjunctive forms
using hyphens to avoid ambiguity
using brackets, dashes or commas to
indicate parenthesis
in writing narratives, considering how
authors have developed characters and
settings in what pupils have read, listened
to or seen performed
-using relative clauses beginning with who,
which, where, when, whose, that or with an
implied (ie omitted) relative pronoun
using commas to clarify meaning or avoid
ambiguity in writing

Speaking and Listening:
En5/1a listen and respond appropriately to adults and their peers
En5/1b ask relevant questions to extend their understanding and knowledge
En5/1c use relevant strategies to build their vocabulary
En5/1d articulate and justify answers, arguments and opinions
En5/1e give well-structured descriptions, explanations and narratives for different purposes, including for expressing feelings.
En5/1f maintain attention and participate actively in collaborative conversations, staying on topic and initiating and responding to comments
En5/1g use spoken language to develop understanding through speculating, hypothesising, imagining and exploring ideas
En5/1h speak audibly and fluently with an increasing command of Standard English
En5/1i participate in discussions, presentations, performances, roleplay/improvisations and debates

St John’s Meads CE Primary School

English Curriculum Overview

En5/1j gain, maintain and monitor the interest of the listener(s)
En5/1k consider and evaluate different viewpoints, attending to and building on the contributions of others
En5/1l select and use appropriate registers for effective communication
Handwriting:
Pupils should be taught to write legibly , fluently and with increasing speed by:
En5/3.2a choosing which shape of a letter to use when given choices and deciding whether or not to join specific letters
En5/3.2b choosing the writing implement that is best suited for a task
Spelling:
En5/3.1a use further prefixes and suffixes and understand the guidance for adding them
En5/3.1b spell some words with ‘silent’ letters
En5/3.1c continue to distinguish between homophones and other words which are often confused
En5/3.1d use knowledge of morphology and etymology in spelling and understand that the spelling of some words needs to be learnt specifically, as listed in
Appendix 1
En5/3.1e use dictionaries to check the spelling and meaning of words
En5/3.1f use the first 3 or 4 letters of a word to check spelling, meaning or both of these in a dictionary
En5/3.1g use a thesaurus

St John’s Meads CE Primary School
Year
6

Topic

Texts used for reading
and inspiration

Reading focuses

Term
1

Ourselves,
our world

Varmints (weeks 1-3
Skellig (weeks 4-7)
:

understand what they read by: checking
that the book makes sense to them,
discussing their understanding and
exploring the meaning of words in
context
drawing inferences such as inferring
characters’ feelings, thoughts and
motives from their actions, and justifying
inferences with evidence
participate in discussions about books
that are read to them and those they can
read for themselves, building on their
own and others’ ideas and challenging
views courteously

Term
2

World War II
Range of historical
non-fiction texts e.g
ministry of food
leaflet
Rose Blanche

Letters from the
Lighthouse

Reading books that are structured in
different ways and reading for a range of
purposes
identifying how language, structure and
presentation contribute to meaning
discuss and evaluate how authors use
language, including figurative language,
considering the impact on the reader
distinguish between statements of fact
and opinion

English Curriculum Overview
Writing
genres to be
covered
Description
(character
and setting)

Diary

Short Story

Newspaper

Writing and grammar focuses for each writing genre

Adverbs, adjectives, sentence openers, figurative
language
using expanded noun phrases to convey complicated
information concisely
in narratives, describing settings, characters and
atmosphere
using a wide range of devices to build cohesion within
and across paragraphs
ensuring the consistent and correct use of tense
throughout a piece of writing
using a wide range of devices to build cohesion within
and across paragraphs
in writing narratives, considering how authors have
developed characters and settings in what pupils have
read, listened to or seen performed
using commas to clarify meaning or avoid ambiguity in
writing
in narratives, describing settings, characters and
atmosphere and integrating dialogue to convey
character and advance the action.
using further organisational and presentational
devices to structure text and to guide the reader
recognising vocabulary and structures that are
appropriate for formal speech and writing, including
subjunctive forms
using passive verbs to affect the presentation of
information in a sentence
using modal verbs or adverbs to indicate degrees of
possibility
using relative clauses beginning with who, which,
where, when, whose, that or with an implied (ie
omitted) relative pronoun
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identifying and discussing themes and
conventions in and across a wide range of
writing

English Curriculum Overview
Letters
(formal and
informal)

The Piano (animation)
- flashabacks
Persuade and
instruct
(World War II
leaflet e.g.
from Ministry
of Health)

Term
3

Near and Far

The Explorer by
Katherine Rundell

Comparative
Study
The Highwayman

summarising the main ideas drawn from
more than 1 paragraph, identifying key
details that support the main ideas
retrieve, record and present information
from non-fiction
provide reasoned justifications for their
views

Description

identifying the audience for and purpose of the
writing, selecting the appropriate form and using other
similar writing as models for their own
in writing narratives, considering how authors have
developed characters and settings in what pupils have
read, listened to or seen performed
selecting appropriate grammar and vocabulary,
understanding how such choices can change and
enhance meaning
Using apostrophes for contraction
recognising vocabulary and structures that are
appropriate for formal speech and writing, including
subjunctive forms
identifying the audience for and purpose of the
writing, selecting the appropriate form and using other
similar writing as models for their own
selecting appropriate grammar and vocabulary,
understanding how such choices can change and
enhance meaning
using further organisational and presentational
devices to structure text and to guide the reader
using passive verbs to affect the presentation of
information in a sentence
using modal verbs or adverbs to indicate degrees of
possibility
using a colon to introduce a list
punctuating bullet points consistently
noting and developing initial ideas, drawing on reading
and research where necessary
selecting appropriate grammar and vocabulary,
understanding how such choices can change and
enhance meaning
using expanded noun phrases to convey complicated
information concisely
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predicting what might happen from
details stated and implied
explain and discuss their understanding
of what they have read, including
through formal presentations and
debates, maintaining a focus on the topic
and using notes where necessary

Building
suspense

Persuade

Argument

noting and developing initial ideas, drawing on reading
and research where necessary
selecting appropriate grammar and vocabulary,
understanding how such choices can change and
enhance meaning
using relative clauses beginning with who, which,
where, when, whose, that or with an implied (ie
omitted) relative pronoun
Semicolons to separate independent clauses
précising longer passages
using a wide range of devices to build cohesion within
and across paragraphs
assessing the effectiveness of their own and others’
writing
proposing changes to vocabulary, grammar and
punctuation to enhance effects and clarify meaning
proofread for spelling and punctuation errors
using brackets, dashes or commas to indicate
parenthesis
précising longer passages
using a wide range of devices to build cohesion within
and across paragraphs
assessing the effectiveness of their own and others’
writing
proposing changes to vocabulary, grammar and
punctuation to enhance effects and clarify meaning
proofread for spelling and punctuation errors
using brackets, dashes or commas to indicate
parenthesis
Use of inverted commas and other punctuation to
indicate direct speech
identifying the audience for and purpose of the
writing, selecting the appropriate form and using other
similar writing as models for their own
noting and developing initial ideas, drawing on reading
and research where necessary
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proposing changes to vocabulary, grammar and
punctuation to enhance effects and clarify meaning

Term
4

The Stone
Age

Wolf Brother by
Michelle Paver

drawing inferences such as inferring
characters' feelings, thoughts and
motives from their actions, and justifying
inferences with evidence
participate in discussions about books
that are read to them and those they can
read for themselves, building on their
own and others’ ideas and challenging
views courteously

Short Story
with
historical
setting (use
Croods
extract to
inspire)

Flashback
scene/
Description
Non-fiction texts
about Stone Age

Biography (of
a stone age
person –
made up)

Term
5
Wolf Brother

increasing their familiarity with a wide
range of books, including myths, legends
and traditional stories, modern fiction,
fiction from our literary heritage, and
books from other cultures and traditions

Myth/Legend

in writing narratives, considering how authors have
developed characters and settings in what pupils have
read, listened to or seen performed
in narratives, describing settings, characters and
atmosphere and integrating dialogue to convey
character and advance the action
précising longer passages
using semicolons, colons or dashes to mark boundaries
between independent clauses
identifying the audience for and purpose of the
writing, selecting the appropriate form and using other
similar writing as models for their own
in narratives, describing settings, characters and
atmosphere and integrating dialogue to convey
character and advance the action
using a wide range of devices to build cohesion within
and across paragraphs
using semicolons, colons or dashes to mark boundaries
between independent clauses
using semicolons, colons or dashes to mark boundaries
between independent clauses
using relative clauses beginning with who, which,
where, when, whose, that or with an implied (ie
omitted) relative pronoun
using further organisational and presentational
devices to structure text and to guide the reader
proofread for spelling and punctuation errors
using expanded noun phrases to convey complicated
information concisely
assessing the effectiveness of their own and others’
writing

St John’s Meads CE Primary School

Non Fiction Texts
about the Ston Age

Term
6

Mission
Survival

Floodland

English Curriculum Overview

asking questions to improve their
understanding
continuing to read and discuss an
increasingly wide range of fiction, poetry,
plays, non-fiction and reference books or
textbooks
learning a wider range of poetry by heart
preparing poems and plays to read aloud
and to perform, showing understanding
through intonation, tone and volume so
that the meaning is clear to an audience

Nonchronological
report

using passive verbs to affect the presentation of
information in a sentence
using the perfect form of verbs to mark relationships
of time and cause
using relative clauses beginning with who, which,
where, when, whose, that or with an implied (ie
omitted) relative pronoun
using further organisational and presentational
devices to structure text and to guide the reader

Poetry

perform their own compositions, using appropriate
intonation, volume, and movement so that meaning is
clear.
using commas to clarify meaning or avoid ambiguity in
writing
assessing the effectiveness of their own and others’
writing
using expanded noun phrases to convey complicated
information concisely

predicting what might happen from
details stated and implied

Diary

identifying the audience for and purpose of the
writing, selecting the appropriate form and using other
similar writing as models for their own

summarising the main ideas drawn from
more than 1 paragraph, identifying key
details that support the main ideas
discuss and evaluate how authors use
language, including figurative language,
considering the impact on the reader
making comparisons within and across
books
Speech

noting and developing initial ideas, drawing on reading
and research where necessary
in writing narratives, considering how authors have
developed characters and settings in what pupils have
read, listened to or seen performed
ensuring the consistent and correct use of tense
throughout a piece of writing
ensuring correct subject and verb agreement when
using singular and plural, distinguishing between the
language of speech and writing and choosing the
appropriate register
recognising vocabulary and structures that are
appropriate for formal speech and writing, including
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recommending books that they have
read to their peers, giving reasons for
their choices
Shakespeare Play

Playscript
identifying and discussing themes and
conventions in and across a wide range of
writing

subjunctive forms
using modal verbs or adverbs to indicate degrees of
possibility
using further organisational and presentational
devices to structure text and to guide the reader
perform their own compositions, using appropriate
intonation, volume, and movement so that meaning is
clear.

Speaking and Listening:
En6/1a listen and respond appropriately to adults and their peers
En6/1b ask relevant questions to extend their understanding and knowledge
En6/1c use relevant strategies to build their vocabulary
En6/1d articulate and justify answers, arguments and opinions
En6/1e give well-structured descriptions, explanations and narratives for different purposes, including for expressing feelings.
En6/1f maintain attention and participate actively in collaborative conversations, staying on topic and initiating and responding to comments
En6/1g use spoken language to develop understanding through speculating, hypothesising, imagining and exploring ideas
En6/1h speak audibly and fluently with an increasing command of Standard English
En6/1i participate in discussions, presentations, performances, roleplay/improvisations and debates
En6/1j gain, maintain and monitor the interest of the listener(s)
En6/1k consider and evaluate different viewpoints, attending to and building on the contributions of others
En6/1l select and use appropriate registers for effective communication
Handwriting:
choosing which shape of a letter to use when given choices and deciding whether or not to join specific letters
choosing the writing implement that is best suited for a task
Spelling:
En6/3.1a use further prefixes and suffixes and understand the guidance for adding them
En6/3.1b spell some words with ‘silent’ letters
En6/3.1c continue to distinguish between homophones and other words which are often confused
En6/3.1d use knowledge of morphology and etymology in spelling and understand that the spelling of some words needs to be learnt specifically, as listed in
Appendix 1
En6/3.1e use dictionaries to check the spelling and meaning of words
En6/3.1f use the first 3 or 4 letters of a word to check spelling, meaning or both of these in a dictionary
En6/3.1g use a thesaurus

